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The chamber has near to the top an outlet valve, H,
which permits the air that has passed through the
drugs to pass from the chamber A to the face-piece D

and thence to the patient, who finally disposes of it by an
outlet valve, G, in the funnel, F, from the face-piece. The
face-piece D, of the shape ordinarily used for anesthesia,
contains a "perforated tongue" E, which is a piece of
metal about 14’ inches wide, i inch thick, and i inch
deep, and is perforated from back to front to allow the
air and drugs to pass from the face-piece into the patient’s
mouth. This tongue, E, is fastened to the inside of the face-
piece by a pliable band and is detachable, K, at will by the
person administering the inhalation. The object of the

tongue-piece is to prevent the patient closing the teeth
while under anaesthesia. The face-piece is connected to the
chamber by a ball-and-socket joint, J. The joint I is for

connecting various face-pieces.
The makers of the above described apparatus are the

Hospitals and General Contracts Company, Mortimer-
street, London, W.

ROBERT HUGH HODGSON, M.D. Durh.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF

ENGLAND.

MEETING OF COUNCIL.

AN ordinary meeting of the Council was held on May 12th,
Mr. BUTLIN, the President, being in the chair.

It was resolved to send the following address of loyalty and
condolence to His Majesty the King :-
MAT IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY,&mdash;We, the President, Vice-Presidents

and Council of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, venture to
approach Your Majesty in order to express our deep grief at the sudden
and unexpected death of Your Majesty’s beloved Father our late
revered Sovereign, and we humbly pray Your Majesty graciously to
receive our respectful sympathy.
During his reign, which was all too short, he gained the love and con-

fidence of his subjects throughout the world to a degree which we
believe has never been surpassed by any sovereign. At the same time,
he endeared himself to the people of foreign c mntriea in a remarkable
manner by his tact, courtesy, and kindness, so that his death will be
felt by them in little less degree than by his own subjects.

Surely, no Monarch was ever more sincerely mourned than he will be.
We desire respectfully to express our devoted loyalty to Your

Majesty, and our trust that Gad may grant You good health and that
Your Majesty may live to reign for many years in the hearts of Your
people.
In witness whereof we, Your Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects,

have caused the Common Seal of the College to be hereunto affixed this
12th day of May, 1910. HwxY T. BUTLiN, President.

And it was als<1 resolved to present the following address of
condolence to Her Majesty Queen Alexandra :-
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ATESTY.&mdash;We, the President, Vice-Presidents,

and Council of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, desire humbly
to offer our sincere and respectful condolence with Your Majesty under
the great loss which Your Majesty and Your Illustrious Family have
sustained by the sudden and unexpected death of His Majesty King
Edward VII.
We earnestly and respectfully trust that the expressions of grief

which have been sent from every part of the world will help to miti-
gate, in some degree, Yonr Majesty’s own private sorrow.
In witness whereof, we, Your Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects,

have caused the Common Seal of the College to be hereunto affixed
this 12th day of May, 1910. HENRY T. BUTLIN, President.

It was resolved to grant diplomas of Membership to 88
candidates successful at the recent examination. In accord-
ance with a report from the Court of Examiners it was
resolved that the examinations of the National University
of Ireland be accepted on the same conditions as the
examinations of the late Royal University, so far as candi-
dates are concerned, who desire to enter for the First
Professional Examination for the Fellowship. It was resolved
to issue diplomas of the Licence of Dental Surgery to 35
successful candidates.
A letter was read from ProfessorG. A. Wright resigning his

seat in the Council, and expressing the wish that the
resignation should take effect before the July election.
The resignation of Professor Wright was accepted with
regret.
A letter was read from Dr. Robert Fletcher expressing his

appreciation of the action of the Council in awarding him the
College medal, and the PRESIDENT reported that the Right
Hon. James Bryce, British Ambassador at Washington, had
kindly undertaken to present the medal to Dr. Fletcher on
behalf of the College.

MEDICINE AND THE LAW.

The S’igninr of a Death Certafieate by an Unqualified Person.
AT the recent assizes at Leeds, Charlton Forman, who was

proved to be in the employment of Mr. Charles Lyddon, a
medical practitioner, as a dispenser, bookkeeper, and surgery
attendant, was charged with forging that gentleman’s name
on a certificate of the cause of death. The evidence showed
that a little girl who was ill was taken to see the prisoner,
who apparently treated her medically, and when she died
gave a certificate, to which he appended the name of Mr.
Lvddon. Mr. Lyddon, who gave evidence, said that he
paid the prisoner not by wages but by a share of profits,
and that he himself did not remember ever having seen
the deceased. In cross-examination by Mr. H. T. Waddy,
counsel for the defence, he said that he had always "told
the prisoner to be careful what he was doing," and admitted
that he had no idea how many certificates the prisoner might
have signed. He stated, however, that he did not know of
one certificate being so signed, and denied that his name had
often been written on the certificates by the prisoner with his
authority. On the other band, the prisoner admitted having
signed many certificates, and stated that he had not been
forbidden to do so until Mr. Lyddon received a letter on the
subject from the General Medical Council. In the end the

jury found the prisoner guilty, but strongly recommended
him to lenient treatment, expressing the opinion that the
conduct of Mr. Lyddon in the matter should be taken into
consideration. Mr. Justice Ridley, who in the course of the
trial had made observations on the danger of the practice
alleged to have existed, and who in passing sentence

expressed the hope that the fact of the prosecution having
taken place would have a useful effect, imposed a fine
of 408

The Preservation of Dead Bodies irith, a View to
76MC<<.OM.

Attention was recently called in THE LANCET to the
success which has attended the installation in connexion
with the City of London coroner’s court of a Herscher’s
formalin apparatus (Richter’s system) for the preservation of
dead bodies awaiting identification. At an inquest upon an
unknown man which has since been held in that court, Dr.
F. J. Waldo elicited from the divisional surgeon of the City
Police evidence to the effect that the features had become more
recognisable since the body had been subjected to the chemical
effect of the formalin. Mr. J. Kearney said that he had noticed
this result already in the case of other bodies so treated.
In the case in question the photographs of the face of the
deceased were found to be much less likely to lead to recogni-
tion and positive identification than the inspection of the
actual features. The photographs which it is the practice of
the City Police to take, in addition to preserving the actual
remains, show the full face and profile, and the coroner made
the useful suggestion that if others were made to record
the appearance of the body in its clothing they would
supplement more effectively the means of identification
afforded by the formalin apparatus. It was mentioned
in the previous note to which we have referred that
outside the City the police find descriptions more useful
than photographs for the purpose of identification. This

may be the case when it is a question of advertising the fact
that a body has been found and of inviting those who think
that they can recognise it to come forward. For really
trustworthy identification the preservation of the body,
together with a photographic representation of its appear-
ance when found, must supply the best means, and it is to
be regretted that their employment is not more general.
Such completeness of identification forms a useful con-

tribution of science to inquiry held in the cause of justice,
for both the civil and criminal law are concerned in

proof of who the person is who lies dead, and cases will be
remembered which have attracted attention where absurd
mistakes have been made. Bodies have been claimed
by two or more women simultaneously as representing
their husbands, and after burial persons ’’ proved" at
inquests to be dead have appeared on the scene to

show how unsatisfactory their alleged identification has
been.
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The Co-education of Men and
Women Students of Medicine.

IN the April number of the London Hospital Gazette there

appeared a suggestion that women medical students should
be admitted as students at the London Hospital Medical
School and generally to the service of the London Hospital ;
and in the May number of the same excellent journal
several letters are printed on a subject which is of growing

importance in education and in hospital administration.

The question of the co-education of men and women as

medical students has not yet received the close considera-

tion to which it is entitled, but now that the admission of

women to the medical profession has long been settled, all
the universities and other examining bodies with the ex-

ception of the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge having
granted to women rights and privileges on exactly the same
terms as they grant them to men, the advantages and

disadvantages of co-education must receive attention and

appreciation. And the matter must be looked at from

several sides-we must examine the effect on the hospital Ias a public charity, on the medical school as a place for the

study of men students, and on women medical students as
an integral part of the medical profession not yet receiving
a full due. The matter would be somewhat more simple
as far as London is concerned, if in London there were no
medical school admitting women medical students, but

there exists the London School of Medicine for Women,
where women students have for nearly 40 years been able to

study all the subjects of the medical curriculum, and where
recently, at great cost, the whole medical school has been
modernised. In connexion with the School of Medicine for

Women is the Royal Free Hospital, where the greater part
of the clinical teaching of the women students is carried

on, and they have in the New Hospital for Women further
facilities for obtaining clinical instruction, while many of
the special hospitals are also open to women medical

students. While then certain disabilities do exist for

medical women, no one can say that in the last generation
things have not moved quickly towards an equalisation of
the sexes in the medical profession.
Of the letters which have appeared in the London Hospital

Gazette by far the most important is one signed Trotula," "

the writer being a woman medical student, who has chosen as
her pseudonym the name of the well-known woman professor
at the celebrated medical school of Salerno. In her letter
" Trotula " brings forward a large body of evidence which
shows that women students are admitted to medical schools

and hospitals on the same terms as men in very many places
both abroad and at home. In Paris there are more than

300 women students with some 3000 men students, and
the women are permitted to attend all the hospitals. In

Rome, Genoa, Bologna, Brussels, Liege, Geneva, and

Berne, women students enjoy all the privileges accorded to
men, and in some centres this has been the case for many

years. In Rome, for instance, women students have been
admitted since the year 1870 ; in Berne they were admitted
in 1876. In Upsala and in Copenhagen for more than
30 years the women students have had the same privi-
leges as the men. In the British Isles, since the

year 1885, 17 medical schools with the hospitals con-

nected with them have in turn opened their doors

to admit women students. In most of the cases all

the hospitals of the town where the school is situated

have been made available for women students, and in

those cases where there are some exceptions it is agreed
that the best hospitals have admitted women. The

question now naturally arises, What result has the admis-

sion of women students had on the entry of men students ?
Has it had the effect of diminishing the number

of those who come as students to the hospitals and

medical schools ? The answer appears to be unequivocal:
no such diminution can be proved from the consideration of
the statistics available. Practically in every case there

has been on the whole an increase in the number of men

students, fluctuations occurring just as occurred before

the admission of women. It thus appears to be clear that

both at foreign universities and in the medical schools of

this country which have tried the experiment of admitting
women medical students on the same terms as men,

the institutions have not suffered by any diminution in the
number of the entries of male students ; and if we may
reason from these data it may be thought to be fairly sure
that this misfortune would not happen if one or more of

the medical schools of London were to adopt the same prac-
tice. In direct opposition to such apprehensions, it is

urged that several advantages would accrue to the hospital
if a certain number of women students were admitted

every year. The income of the hospital would increase

by the amount of the extra fees, and it is further

claimed that as the total number of students would be

increased the medical school would have greater prestige
as a teaching centre. To this it may be answered that an

increase in the number of students is by no means an un-
mixed benefit, for instances have been known where the

students have been too numerous for the material which they
have opportunity to study. The advantages to the hospital
and the existing medical school by the admission of female
students cannot be called uiequivocal ; but the advantages
to women medical students would, we think, be certain.

The admission to such a hospital as the London Hospital
would undoubtedly afford them far greater and more varied
clinical experience than can be obtained in a smaller hos-

pital. Here again, however, there is room for reservation.

The knowledge of the student depends not so much on the
extent of his or her clinical experience as on the use which
is made of those facilities which are afforded. We believe

that many examiners will agree that some of the best


